
Grounds and Environmental Services Committee               Agenda Item No: 12

Date: 4th December 2017 

Title: Linslade Recreation Ground 

Purpose of the Report: To receive a report regarding proposed 
improvements to Linslade Recreation 
Ground

Contact Officer: Ian Haynes – Head of Grounds and 
Environmental Services

Corporate Aim/s Leighton-Linslade Town Council Three Year Plan 
& Objectives 2015-2018

Aim 3 – 

“To provide great public open spaces, varied 
opportunities for sport and leisure and to exceed 
expectations in delivering cemetery and allotment 
services

Implications:
Financial 9052/950 has available funds 

of £50,000 to fund elements 
of this project.

Human Resources None 
Operational/Service 
delivery

None

Procedural/Legal None
Risk/Health and Safety None

1. RECOMMENDATIONS

1.1 Should Members be minded, to support the proposal that:- 

1.2 To note the report.

1.3 To endorse the implementation of the Linslade Recreation Ground 
improvements and that £50,000 held in earmark reserve 9052/950  to fund 
elements of this project be released for this purpose. 



2 BACKGROUND

2.1 Linslade Recreation Ground is an important green space, attractively laid out 
with a network of paths and avenues of pollarded trees. The Recreation 
Ground is a key feature within the local conservation area. 

2.2 The Linslade Conservation Area was designated by Bedfordshire County 
Council in 1974. It was reviewed and extended in the Leighton-Linslade and 
Heath and Reach Local Plan in 1985. It was again reviewed in 1993 and further 
extended in the 1995 South Bedfordshire Local Plan. The designated area 
presently covers 11.330ha. Linslade Recreation Ground is recognised as a 
park of historic interest in the South Bedfordshire Local Plan Review, adopted 
January 2004.

2.3 The Recreation Ground provides an attractive backdrop to the church. 
Arranged around a network of tree-lined paths, the area functions as a valuable 
amenity space. There are many pleasant and attractive views across the 
recreation ground taking in the backs of houses on New Road to the north and 
the grand (original) entrance to the Hunt Hotel and church to the east.

2.4 The Recreation Ground was initially saved from development by London 
Financier and local benefactor Mr Henry Finch who among many other gifts, 
bought the fields next to the railway station and given them to the town of 
Linslade for a recreation ground for all time.

2.5 The focal point within the Recreation Ground is the granite drinking fountain 
commemorating benefactor Henry Finch. The fountain is in the centre of the 
Recreation Ground which Mr Finch donated to Linslade, because he wanted 
somewhere for the local children to play rather than the streets. At the time, it 
had cups attached so that children could get a drink while they were playing, 
but unfortunately today the water is no longer connected. The Town Council 
do have an aspiration of restoring the fountain.

3         PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 

3.1 Linslade Recreation Ground is one of the biggest areas of public open space in 
Linslade. It is the Town Council’s intention to consider projects that will enhance 
the visitor experience at Linslade Recreation Ground without compromising its 
character. 

3.2 The creation of an in-house management plan will be used for a future Green 
Flag Award submission in 2018.

3.3 The four main elements of the improvement project to Linslade Recreation 
Ground are the improvements to the boundary treatments, improvements to the 
key gateway features and the restoration of the Henry Finch Memorial Fountain 
and the improvement in the overall condition of the park i.e. benches, bins play 
area and the addition of an outdoor gym. The following estimations will be used 
to ensure all these elements are addressed:-



o Improvements to the boundary treatments up to £20,000
o Improvements to the key gateway features up to £10,000
o Improvements to the overall condition of the park up to £20,000

3.4 All works are subject to approval by Central Bedfordshire Council’s 
Conversation Officer. However, it is believed that all the planned enhancements 
are in keeping with the parks Character. 

3.5  A number of other important projects will be funded directly from the revenue 
budget or have already been approved by this committee. These are the 
installation of the solar compacting bins and the revised play area improvement 
programme which will see the play area have a major refurbishment.

4 CONCLUSION

4.1 The proposed works would enhance and improve an existing town asset which 
has the potential to become an open space of the highest quality to the benefit 
of its residents. 


